
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

lnto 
the deep 

MiraculousCatch 

“The fishing of our Saviour is our salvation” (Sermon 251, Augustine) 

 

The Gospels of Luke and John share two accounts of the 

miraculous catch of fish. Luke’s story occurs near the start of 

Jesus’ public ministry as he is calling his disciples. John’s 

occurs following the Resurrection. 

In Luke’s account, Jesus steps into the boat of Simon telling 

him to “put out into deep water and lower your nets for a 

catch.” Simon responded they had worked all night with no 

results but will do as Jesus asks. Note that there is no 

direction given as to which side of the boat they should place 

the nets, right or left. Note also that following the 

instructions of this young carpenter was an act of faith on 

the part of these knowledgeable men who had fished for 

most of their lives. The result was a catch so large they 

feared nets would break from the weight. Witnessing this 

miracle, the seasoned disciples experienced what we today 

would call “metanoia”: they dropped everything to follow 

Jesus. And Jesus tells them “from now on you will be catching 

men” (LK 5: 1-11). 

The story found in John’s Gospel takes place with the 

Resurrected Christ and with slightly different details. Again, 

the disciples are in a boat fishing and again have not found 

success until Jesus gives instructions. This time he is not in 

the boat with them but calls to them from the shore asking 

if they have caught anything.  Upon hearing “No,” Jesus tells 

them to “cast the net over the right side of the boat” after 

which their haul was 153 large fish (JN 21:1-14).   

In Sermon 251, Saint Augustine explains these two miracles 

with their subtle nuances. In the first, the disciples obeyed 

without the direction of right or left side of boat. The fish 

represented men and the Church that Jesus founded was 

still in the making. If he had said to the right, only the good 

would be included; if to the left, only the sinful. Augustine 

states that it was because both good and bad were going to 

be together in the Church that the nets were lowered 

without distinction, so that fish might be taken into the boat 

indiscriminately. The latter story occurs after the 

Resurrection to show what the nature of the Church will be 

after our resurrection. “When you hear shore,” says 

Augustine, “understand the end of the sea; when you hear 

the end of the sea, understand the end of the world.” Here, 

the catch is not pulled into the boat but is hauled to the 

shore where Christ is waiting. Their actions indicate hope for 

the end of the world. The fishing of our Savior is indeed our 

salvation ~ 

Encounter, trust and 

hope, step out in  

faith and be amazed. 

“Into the deep...,”  

a fitting name for an 

adult faith newsletter. 
 

Make plans to join us this Fall for new adult faith enrichment 

opportunities and enter deeper into your faith. 

________________________________________________ 
Artwork: 

(Top left) Depiction of the first miraculous catch: “Miraculous Draught of Fishes,” 
Raphael, c. 1500  
(Above) Depiction of the second miraculous catch:  "The Miraculous Draught of 
Fishes" by Sebastiano Ricci, c.1695-1697. Both paintings from the public domain. 
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Live the Gospel of Life 

Respect Life Month Statement, October 2020 

Most Reverend Joseph F. Naumann 

Chairman, USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities 
 

As Catholics in the United States, we will soon mark our annual 

observance of October as Respect Life Month.  It is a time to 

focus on God’s previous gift of human life and our responsibility 

to care for, protect and defend the lives of our brothers and 

sisters. 
 

This year’s theme, “Live the Gospel of Life,” was inspired by the 

commemoration of the 25th anniversary of Pope john Paul II’s 

encyclical, The Gospel of Life.  Pope john Paul’s masterfully 

articulated defense of the right to life for children in their 

mothers’ wombs, the elderly, persons with disabilities and the 

marginalized is more relevant today than ever before. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

This past November, the U.S. bishops reaffirmed that ‘the 

threat of abortion remains our preeminent priority because it 

directly attacks life itself, because it takes place within the 

sanctuary of the family, and because of the number of lives 

destroyed.”  While we noted not to “dismiss or ignore other 

serious threats to human life and dignity such as racism, the 

environmental crisis, poverty and the death penalty,” we 

renewed our commitment to protect the most fundamental of 

all human rights – the right to live. 
 

This past January, I shared with Pope Francis that the Bishops 

of the United States had been criticized by some for identifying 

the protection of the unborn as a pre-eminent priority.  The 

Holy Father expressed his support for our efforts observing that 

if we fail to protect life, no other rights matter.  Francis also said 

that abortion is not primarily a Catholic or even a religious issue, 

it is first and foremost a human rights issue. 
 

The Gospel of Life provides a blueprint for building a culture of 

life and civilization of love.  The important work of transforming 

our culture begins by allowing the Gospel of Christ to touch and 

transform our own hearts and the decisions we make.  May we 

strive to imitate Christ and follow in his footsteps, caring for the 

most vulnerable among us.  Through the intercession of Our 

lady of Guadalupe, may Our Lord grant us the grace to live 

courageously and faithfully his Gospel of life. (Reprinted from 

https://www.usccb.org/resources/2020-respect-life-month-statement) 
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“Remember that nothing is small in the eyes of God. Do all 

that you do with love.”  
St. Thérèse of Lisieux, Doctor of the Church, Feast Day October 1                                            

“We always find that those who walked closest to Christ were 

those who had to bear the greatest trials.”  
 St. Teresa of Avila, Doctor of the Church, Feast Day October 15 

 
U.S. Bishops’ Virtual Rosary on the Memorial 

of Our Lady of the Rosary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join Archbishop José H. Gomez, President of the U.S. Conference of 

Catholic Bishops, bishops, priests, and Catholics across the country 

in praying a virtual rosary on Wednesday, October 7 at 3:00PM EST 

on the USCCB YouTube channel and Facebook page. Make time to 

join in this prayerful moment of unity for our country to seek 

healing and ask Our Lady to pray for us and help lead us to Jesus. 

Adult Faith Enrichment  

FALL 2020 SCHEDULE OVERVIEW 
MONDAYS   
1. Monday In-Formation 

10:00 – 11:30am starting October 19 
Tammy Flippo, M.A. Theology, M.A. Teaching 

 

TUESDAYS 
2. Breaking Open the Word / Gospel of John 

10:30 – 11:30am starting October 13 
Darwin Reeck, M.A. Pastoral Ministry 

 

3. Social Justice through the Eyes of Scripture and  
The Church 
10:30am – 12:00pm starting November 10 
Fr. Fred Tillotson, O. Carm., S.T.L., M.A. 

 

WEDNESDAYS 
4. OLMC Book Club 

12:00-1:30pm, 2nd Wednesday each month,  
starting October 14 
Tammy Flippo, M.A. Theology, M.A. Teaching 

 

THURSDAYS 
5. A Brief History of Moral Theology 

10:30am – 12:00pm starting October 22 
Fr. Fred Tillotson, O. Carm., S.T.L., M.A. 

 

6. Season of Advent / Mary:  Favored by God 
10:30 – 11:30am starting December 3 
Tammy Flippo, M.A. Theology, M.A. Teaching 

 

See brochures in gathering space for session descriptions and 

COVID guidelines.  Come join us! 

 


